Second Annual Conference: The Ugliness Around Us by The New Mexico Architect
THE U G L N E S S AROUND U S
Th e Second Annual Conferen ce of the New Mexico
Chapter of AlA took pl ace April 19 and 20 in Santa
Fe. On e hundred and thirteen regi strants took part in
the co nfere nce, whi ch wa s held in the auditorium of
the Land Office building in Sa nta Fe, and th er e was an
estimated 100 visitors. There were three three-hour ses -
sions, on e on Frida y morning and two on Sa turda y.
Th e co nfere nce banquet took place Saturday ni ght
Apr il 19. at La Fo nda Hot e!' There was no banquet
speec h. as President Henry L. Wright of the AlA na-
tional offi ce had a prior commitment for that partic-
ular date. He delivered th e speech that he had pre-
pared for th e occa sion, however, at th e fir st sess ion of
th e co nfere nce . At th e banquet, which was attended by
73 per son s, the Ne w Mexi co Chapter Design Awards
and th e Art in Architecture Award were pr esented.
Prior to th e dinner a li vel y coc kta il hour was spon-
sored by th e Str uct ura l Cla y Product s Institute.
Th e Confere nce soc ia l ca le nda r was a bu sy one.
Thursd a y eve n ing sa w th e beginning of festivities with
a coc kta il party at the off ice of Conron and Lent. To
thi s were in vit ed panel members and sta te officials,
including Cov. Jaek Campbell. Dinner followed at th e
Pal ace Hestaurant, Frida y night was a most enjoyab le
one, for confere nce-goers were divided into sma ll gr oups
and feted in th e hom es of vari ou s Santa Fe architect s.
This was ce r ta in ly a hi gh point o f the co nference . On
Sunday morning , g ues ts were g iven the cho ice o f a
game of golf and breakfast at the Sa nta Fe Country
Club or a hospitable brunch a t th e home of AlA presi-
dent, John McHugh . Frida y noon saw AlA members
gathe r at the Desert Inn for lunch eon and a bu sin ess
meeting.
Confere nce a ttenders were ge ne ra lly agreed that
the talks and di scu ssi on s were very worthwhile. It is
probably not sur p r is ing that the ability of the at tenders
and s pea ke rs to define th e ugliness about them sur pas-
sed their a bilities to designate rem edi es and cures for
that ugliness. There was wide agreem ent that archi-
tect s ind ividuall y a nd as professi onal gro ups had ma-
jor rol es to play in pr oviding and in safeg ua rding th e
physical environment for modern soc iety. Both th e
Sa nta Fe and Albuquerque Sections of the state AlA
plan positive programs for the devel opment of th eir
resp ective downtown area s.
On e interesting aspect of the co nfere nce was the
wide variet y of skills and backgrounds whi ch the con-
feren ce spe ake rs brought to the di scu ssions. Yet despite
this div er sity of int erest , th e tenor of th e meeting was
remarkabl y cohe re nt. This fa ct wa s in large part du e
to the skill fu l direction o f th e di scu ssion by the two
HE NRY L. W RIG H T, F .A .I.A .
mod erators, William Lippincott of Sa nta Fe and Frank-
lin Dickey o f the University o f Ne w Mexico.
Here foll ows a summary of th e co nfere nce speec hes
as well as the di scu ssion fr om th e fl oor. On pa ge 20 is
an announcem ent of the confere nce Design Awards as
well as the Art in Architecture Award whi ch was pr e-
se nted to John Tatsch!.
Th e fir st sessi on of the confere nce on " The gl i-
ness Around s" co nve ne d at 9 :30 on Friday. Mr.
Hich ard Halford, eha ir rna n o f th e conference, intro-
du ced Mr. John McHugh after he had ackn owl edged
th e man y individuals wh o had assisted in the eonfer-
ence a r ra nge ments . Mr. McHugh , presid ent of the Ne w
Mexico cha pter of AlA, introduced Mr. Henry L.
Wri ght, national president of the AlA. Mr. Wright
delivered the foll owing s peec h, whi ch he had prepared
for th e co nference banquet, but whi ch he was un able
to deliver there because of a ce r ta in eo nfusion in dates.
Thi s conference, like II/any oth ers that meet within
th e fram ework of th e American Institute of Archit ects,
is concerned with the subject of uglin ess. Th e them e
" The Ugliness A round Us," suggests that we identify
ugliness, isolate it , and then tak e measur es to eradi-
cate it in mu ch the same manner we approach the
eradiction of a disease.
Disease and architectural uglin ess have much in
call/m an. Both thrive in a climate of apath y. Both
mu st first be controlle d before th ey can be obliterated.
One is deadly to the body ; it destroys fir st the strength
and vigor of the victim and th en it destro ys his life.
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Ugliness, in th e sense that it is considered at this
con ference, is deadly in other ways. It too destroys th e
strength, the vigo r and the ambition of a comm unity
and, ha vin g don e this, utimately dest roys any hop e
fo r growth and progress that th e comm unity miglu.
have had.
Ug liness is a word for deterioration. It is ano ther
word for the slums of our large cities . It is a word
that describes th e living condi t ions endured by famil ies
of fi ve, six or even seven who are cro wded into two
or three small rooms in a ten em ent that sho uld have
been dem olish ed twenty years ago . Ugliness is a word
that describ es a on ce prosperous busin ess str eet that
has deteri orat ed into a Bowery or a skid row. It is a
wo rd that sum m arizes th e experience of the social uiork-
er who deals in human miser y-in term s of ju venile
delinqu ency , drug addiction , al coholism and chronic
idleness and moral degradation . Uglin ess is all of this
-and more.
It can, it sho uld be, the greates t challe nge of our
profession. Ug liness is architecture at its degenerated
and deteriorated worst . Social wo rke rs can devise count-
less schemes fo r raising the goals of people who live
in substandard areas. Legi slators can pass countless
laws aim ed at correc ting moral evils . But one fact
loom s foremost , and that is th e inescap able relation-
ship that exists bet ween social and moral laxity and
env ironment .
W hat is the qu est of th e architect ? Is it to strive
toward th e evolvement o f an environme nt that will
result in a product ive, responsi ble and matu re society?
Is the task of environment that of th e architect ? Is it
the duty of th e legislator , or the social worke r? Is
our pr ofession fi tte d by tra ining and temperament to
assume the resp onsibil ities of th e env ironmentalis t?
It has been said that all man-made ph ysical en-
vi ronment is arch itecture and that we are profess ional
architects, and that, since we are responsible for ar-
chitectu re. we are coincidentally responsible for en-
vironment . Th ere is ugliness around us and the steady
attrition of t im e will add to it unless our plan s for
the future inclu de a program for eradicating the eye
sores of our com m unities, replacing them with bui ld-
ings and facil ities reflecting an attitude of pro gress and
optim ism that is m ore in pace with th e fast moving
techn ol ogy of this age of jet pr opulsion and space-
pioneering.
Ug liness is and has been of serious concern to the
A merican In st itu te of A rchitects . It has become the
sub ject for ex tensive com mittee work, exhaustive re-
search, atul a series of sem inars aime d at identifying
the pr oblem ami th e objectives: identifyin g and pla c-
ing resp onsibility , and m ob ilizing op inion and en-
thu siasm amo ng th ose who se coo peration is vital to the
success of a pr ogram of th is kind.
Wh o is R esponsible for Ugliness? Th is quest ion ,
ex pressed more in th e sense of a challe nge than a qu ery ,
serve d as the title for a sem inar that teas sp onsored
by the A .I .A. at th e national level and conducted by
th e New Y ork A./.A. Chapter in its home city last
year. Th e seminar provided a forum fo r a full airing
of th e subject of urban ugliness and all of its att end-
ant social ev ils . Th e pr ogram eff ort was geared to
bring togeth er all of those segl1L ts of New Y ork
social, business , professional and political life which
shared th e int erest , th e talent, and the position needed
to do some thing about ugliness .
News paper people were pr esent because comm uni-
cation is essential to accomplishment . Political leaders
were pr esent, not only th ose who currently occupy pub-
lic of fice but those who are regarded as influential
fo rces in guiding th e destinies of political cand idates.
S ocial servi ce officials were pr esent . Business lead ers
were present, Me mbers of pr ofessional society, doctors ,
lawy ers and educato rs, were also on hand. Th e sem inar
represent ed an effort, by no means conclus ive, but never-
theless an ef fort by the A./.A . to mobilize the respon-
sib le elements of th e comm uni ty so that it could be
ma de to recogn ize uglin ess and determine to do some-
th ing ab out it.
This , th en, is the A ./.A . approach to th e uglin ess
around us. Locate it, define uglin ess and its causes ;
fi x th e respon sib il ity - not for ugl iness but for its
elim ination - - and th en pro ceed with forceful deter-
m ination to do something about it.
Ugliness is tolerat ed becau se public opinion per-
mits it to exist . Public opinion canno t congeal, canno t
becom e militant unless and until it is informed . It
canno t becom e inform ed unless auth oritative sources of
info rmation elec t to remain in th e foreground of com-
munity eve nts lon g eno ugh to be recogn ized , heard and
understood. Public opinion will not becom e aroused ,
in New M exico or New York, unless some group, in-
dividual or agency assumes th e mantle of leadersh ip.
Many years ago, F. W . Woolworth toas seen sweep -
in p; th e fl oor of one of his stores. Th e situat ion was
little sho rt of amazin g since iHr, W ool worth had al-
readv reached a pos itio n of wealth and em inence . W hen
he was asked why he chose to pick up the broom his
reply was cand id and sim ple. " The sto re needed swee p-
ing, he said, and since no one else was around to do
it , I did it m ysel f !"
In the same sense , there is a crying need for
lead ership. Th e uglin ess needs to be swept away. Th e
broom is hand y. Weare here and the int erest is very
much our interest. Th e questio n. th en. is how do toe
beg in, and whe re?
Th e fi rst ste p is participation . Th e A. I .A . has al-
ways rega rded its resp onsib il it ies to th e commun ity as
something to be given more than lip service by its
members. A rchitects, by and large, are creative, well
inform ed and well educated people. Th ey are equi pped
by ed ucation and a day to day professional pers pective
to understand the combinatio n of circumstances that
cons pire to blight a segment of a comm unity . It is this
aptitude that sho uld com pel them to becom e acti ve
part icipants in com munity affairs.
A rclitec ts belong on civic comm ittees where th ey
can exercise influen ce in city planning, in developing
bu ilding codes and ordinances . Architects belong on
comm ittees that act as advisors to legislative bodies in
mauers relat ed to ap propriations for slum clea rance and
new construc tion. Th ey belong th ere because that is
whe re they can do th e most goo d, giv ing the comm unity
the bene fit of goo d, sound, practical advice, based on
knowledge and ex per ience, but not , as so much legis-
lative counsel is , based on wish ful thinking.
Th e eradication of th e ugl iness around us is some-
thing that will result fr om the joint acti on of many
groups of many people. It is an action. that will com -
m ence when people have a plan and th e inspiration of
advi ce and leadership.
Th e pan el that has assembled here for the purpose
of dis cussing th e subject of urban deterioration is rep-
resentative of the more sensitive segme nt of our societ y.
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IT'riters, report ers, artists and architects share a capa-
cit)' for the perception of aesth etic values . Th ey are
equally capable of articulation , abl e to judge the
course o] events and to tran slat e the hazards of ugliness
into a language that will be readily understood b)' th ose
who are able to do something about it.
W e are talking in term s of a program that will have
a profound influence on the way of life of millions of
people. We are talking in terms of "c hang ing th eir
habits" of alterin g customs and the environment that
have been th eirs and their predecessors for as long as
200 years. A rchitects are quick to agree that th ere is
beaut)' in our old landmarks, beaut)' that is closely
bound to tradition and a history of growth and achieve-
ment we will aluiays honor aTIII rem ember. W e place
a value on landmarks, hoicever, because of their his-
torical significance, not because of an)' contributio n that
they ma )' make to contem porary society in terms of
fun ctionalism or aesth etic impact.
Th e masons who were responsible for th e design
and constru ction of the Old World's great castles and
cathedrals left their mark on a mileston e in archit ec-
tural progress. Th e earl)' sleyscrapers, the W oolworth
Tower of New Y ork, the IT'riglq Building of Chicago,
all tcere milestones in their day but were sur passed by
the archit ecture that followed them.
Much has tak en place du rin g the past fift y years.
We have been given new tools with which to do our
work, we have been prov ided with new mat erials. More
than anyth ing else, we have reached th e place where
we can examine ourselves ami our work with some d-e-
gree of ob jectivity . A rchitecture as a profession toda y
implies that we must becom e concerned with the product
of our ef fort, not onl y as it conforms to the require.
ments of our clie nt aTIII th e surrounding comm unity
but how it will conform to the future within the for-
seeable li fetim e of the structu re.
W hen we say that we are concerned with ugliness
we assert that we are concerned with env ironme nt aTIIl
all of the forces that , fo r good or evi l, are unleashed
under its inf luence. It is withi n our scope to prov ide an
environme nt that will enrich the culture of our 'own
time and place and contribute to the continuing devel op-
ment of the generations that will come . W e can anti.
cipate mu ch of the future if we will be willing to tak e
our lesson and heed it fr om the book of the past . . . .
Ugliness is an env ironme ntal blight and mu st be reo
moved. But while it is erased with one han d, it must
be repla ced b)' somethi ng else with the other. It is with
replacem ent, with renewal , with new env ironment tha t
we mu st becom e concerned. If we remove uglin ess but
fail to plan prop erly for th e futu re, our victo ry will
have been short indeed.
Man is changing with his environme nt. He is no
longer chained to th e oar in a galley or forced to
trudge behind a plow. Man 's own m echanical aptitude
has evoked the forces of a revolution that will reach
far into the future. All of us hav e seen a single piece
of power equi pme nt dig m ore trench in one de y then
could have been done b)' a hundred men. Th e farm
tractor, b)' no means new or novel, released not only
horses but farm workers. Automation , a new word in
the story of industrial growth, poses a promise on one
hand and a threat on the other.
Weare only on the thr eslihold of change, yet, in
our time, we have seen the work week of the average
industrial worker shrink from 72 hou rs to a so-called
standard 40 hours. In man )' areas the regular work
week has lessened to th irty hours, and there are indica-
tions that it may decline to uoenty-jioe. A wise regard
for a well balanced economy has accomplished man)'
of these tran sitions with a minimum of dislocation. In
some indu stries, th e retirem ent age has been made
earlier in order to lessen th e hazards of unemploym ent.
Th e presence of socia l security ami pension systems
has voided the need for man to work until he is no
longer able physically to perform his duties.
Man 's need for gainful occupation will continue.
But he will work a sh ort er work week because there is
a need for a wide r distribution of job opportunities. He
will be well paid for his sho rter work week because
he and the public must maintain his buyin g power. All
of this adds up to leisure. And it is with leisure that
we are concerned in th e planning of an environme nt
that will replace th e blight ed areas of urban ugliness.
What will people do with leisure? How will the)'
use th eir time? How will this affect the archit ect and
his plans for th e future? Archit ecture is our environ-
ment. It shapes our thinking because it is an influence
to which we are constantly exposed. Th e shape of ar-
chitectu re can convey the ima ge of kn owledge when it
is ex pressed in an educational institution. It can ex-
press the fee li ng of hope when it is the hospital, of
security in a house of worship and vitality and progress
when it is a structure of industry or comme rce. Th e
env ironme nt of man is his inspiration , his enco urage-
ment , hi s hope for toda y and his prom ise fo r tomorr ow.
He is exa lted or elated or ins pi red by his surroundings;
or he is depressed or dish eart ened by them, depending
on what th ose surroundings are.
It is the architect's job to design environme nt.
Wh en his job is done with consideration to the effect
tha t it will have on those who will be influenced by it ,
his iob will have been well don e and within the fin est
tradit ions of our profession. W e have taken the fir st
step in admitt ing to ourselves that there is ugliness
around us and that this is a problem of serious import ,
one about which some thing must and will be done. W e
have taken th e fi rst step in our effort to recruit the
best talent , the "opinio n makers" of the communi ty so
that we can join forces fo r the common good.
Ugliness is a comm unity disease and its effect is
disastrous and far reaching. It can be elim inat ed ; the
habit of tolerating com m unity blight can be changed, a
new env ironme nt can be created, if we will press our
cause with unrelenting determinat ion and unceasing
vigo r.
Dur ing th e next nin e m onth s th ere will be J2 con-
ferences such as th is one, all planned as regional A .l.A .
sem inars and all aim ed at prob ing for the cause of
ugliness and th e projection of programs for its el imi-
nat ion. Ugliness is a comm unity problem and needs
to be resolved at th e com munity level ; this com pels the
close coo peration and enthusiasm of the best leadership
the comm unity can provide.
This Santa Fe conference is a ste p, a big one, in the
right dir ecti on. It might well be, that th e decisions made
here will provide inspiration and guidance for thos e
in other part s of the lan d who are faced with the same
problem. Yo ur tools are )'our talents and )'our int ellect.
Th e job )'ou face is one that offers challe nge, plu s
the prom ise that )'our succes s will be felt by more
people than yo u will ever kn ow.
Yo ur pos ition can be sum med up quickly. Yo u
are the ones to do the job. Y our comm unity is depend.
ing up on yo u to get it done. - Henr y L. \ right.
NMA .July · August '63 11
Southwest Verm icul ite Co .
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ZONOLITE
ASONRY FILL INSULATION
Because Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation
cuts thermal transmission (heat and cold)
through your walls up to 50 % or more, it
pays for itself in t hree to four y ears in de-
creased fuel bills. From then on , just add the
savings to your profits. Besides saving you
money, Zonolite Masonry Fill Insulation
also keeps your customers cooler in summer,
warmer in winter. It reduces the loudness of
sound transmitted through your walls by
20 % to 31 % , too! And, as an extra added
attraction, its installed cost is low-as low
as 10¢ per sq. ft. For complete information,
send for booklet MF-53.
SOU T H E R N 6 U N I O N
GAS
HOW
WOULD
YOU
COOL
AND
HEAT ...
•
COMPANY
g~~'in~.es, factor-ies,
schools - wherever there is a need for
climate control- the de mand for depend-
able ga s is growing! Gas- fired equipment is
produced toda y by mor e man uf acturers than
ever before. F rom small residential units to
gia nt industrial systems , gas equipment is
depend able, efficient, safe, compact, flexib le
- the most economical and longest-lasting
of all heating systems.
It is gas which cools and hea ts - the Space
Needle at the Sea t tl e Wor ld 's Fai r, New
York Int erna ti onal Airpo rt, the Bank of
New Mexi co's skyscrape r , Rushfair shop-
ping center in EI Paso, beautiful EI Paso
Technical High School, and .. . perhaps . ..
you r own home.
A 600-foot tower with a restaurant
at the top? Or the world's busiest
airport? Or New Mexico's tallest
building? Or a 25-acre shopping
center? Or a modern high school?
Or your own home?
themodern answer is
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Elastizell Cellular Concrete
P. O. Box 1063-Albuquerque , N. M.-530 Bridge Blvd., SW
Telephon e CHapel 2-3243
MANUFACTURERS :
PRE-FABRICATED wood roof trusses
and floor systems
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AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
COMPONENTS FOR THE BUILDING
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COM M ERCIAL
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Church Eaves, recently appainted represen tative for
Elastizell Cellu lar Concrete Products, points out the
ready acceptance and extensive use of Elastizell Cel-
lular Concrete in this area by Architects, Government
Agenc ies and Cont rac tors. Its most recent use in the
Al buquerque area, Elastizell Cellu lar Concre te, was
poured in the floors of the Casa Del Norte Apar tments.
Mr. Wm . E. Burk, Jr., has approved Elastizell for use
In the highrise apartments to be known as Park Plaza.
Numerous other projects where light weight concrete,
soundproofing and insulation is of paramount value,
now in the planning stages, are being designed for
the use of Elastizell. Elastizell has been used in other
states for years, with great success.
Incidentally, Elastizell Cellular Concrete produc ts oc-
cupies a booth in the Al buquerque Building Center,
16th Floor of the First Na tional Bank Building Eost .
Mr. Eaves wauld like very .much for all interested per-
sons to visit the Building Center and become better ac-
quainted with the product.
Mr. Eaves feels that he, as representative in this area,
has a product tha t will prove very advantageous to
those interested in its many attributes and is in a posi-
t ion to discuss fu rther its merit s, as well as furn ish
technica l and descrip tive informat ion to those that
seek it. One only needs to either write or call M r. Eaves
at the address or phone number given below in the
Elastize ll ad.
o
o
LIGHTWEIGHT CELLULAR
CONCRETE FOR SOUND-
PROOFING & INSULATION
Eiastizell i a liquid chemical-a foaming agent-a basis for mak ing str ong, light weight , in ulating, moistu re-
resistant concretes of man y uses from un iversally available materials - sa nd, cement, water and air. \Vith
Elasti zeII, concre te can be "t ail or ed" to the specific requirements of the specific job. Complete control is pas ·
sible ove r such physical prop erties as densit y, iceight , strengtli and insulating value - and also ov er cost . Elasti-
zell-type concrete incorporates in one " package" all the ad vantages found in today's diver se agg reg ate market
and eliminates the complexities invol ved in choosing a specifi c ligh t weight aggrega te for a specific application.
se of Elastizell al so eliminates the necessity for stocking various aggr egates ; all tha t needs be kept on hand
is Elast izell , contained in dru ms. The design flexibili ty of this versa tile ma ter ia l covers the entire density range
- from conventional heavy sand and gravel concrete . . . through medium light weight aggrega te concretes
(expanded cla y and shale and expanded slag ) and the still lower density ma teria ls . . . down through the
extremely light weight concretes. Suitable For All Types Of Construction Without Exception.
PALMER FORD-Regi ona l Franchi se
2727 West 6th Street
Denver 4, Colorado
Telep hone : 825-808 1
Representative- CHURCH EAVE S
1620 First Nationa l Bank Building East
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Teleph one: 268·4607
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